INTRODUCTION
Research in technical education requires space in the form o f buildings, equipments, libraries and research oriented teachers.
The basic element o f an effective research is to use the knowledge acquired from research to solve the practical problems o f our developing society. In the same vein, research in technical education is also justified if it helps the teacher to teach more effectively and to acquire higher degrees (Adeyeri, 1989; Eyibe, 1990:a) . This paper considers the place o f research in technical education in Colleges o f Education, technical in Nigeria. The College o f Education (Technical) is a teacher education programme that prepares N.C.E (Technical) teachers with the intellectual and professional background adequate for teaching technical and vocational subjects and to make them adaptable to any changing situation in technological development, not only in Nigeria but also, in the world at large.
R esearch Evaluation
Evaluation is the process o f gathering and analyzing information to aid judgement o f merit in decision making. It involves the assessment, appraisal, and estimation o f the quality o f the educational inputs, learning process and outcome for the purpose o f making value judgment for quality improvement. Igwe (2004) refers to evaluation as an in-build mechanism for managing and monitoring learning.
Evaluation in technical education research is a forum for technical education researchers, teachers and students to share their views on the broad field o f vocational technical education and the inter-rated disciplines which is documented in journals. Traditionally, a journal is defined as a print medium through which research works, informed comments and opinions o f high scholastic quality may be published not only ' for the benefit o f the learners and all those seeking new information, but also for policy and decision-makers (Dosunmu, 1989) . Therefore, every article submitted to such a journal for publication must be presented to a knowledgeable reader or assessor in the field for comment.
S tatem ent of the Problem
Research in every endeavour o f life is a stepping stone to national development. In developed countries o f the world, research is highly regarded and funded. The reason being that a nation's development depends on the effectiveness o f her research efforts. In advanced countries, research is monitored and findings are often implemented. Research and teaching are the primary functions o f various departments in the tertiary institutions o f the world. For these functions to be performed effectively according to Odu (2007) , human and material resources should be in place to make up a good atmosphere for the teaching and research. On the side o f the government, research and evaluation are irrelevant and are therefore can merely serve for academic exercise (Adeyeri, 1989 , Eyibe , 1990 .
The problem this study intends to tackle is to find out whether poor attitude o f government towards research is the only challenges faced by Federal College o f Education (Technical) lecturers in conducting and evaluating research in technical education or are there any other hindrances encountered by the lecturers? Specifically, this study sought answers to the following research questions. 
M ethodology
The study utilized the ex-post factor research design. The reason for using this design was because the study was based on an existing facts. The respondents were requested to complete the questionnaire and returned same to the investigator.
All copies o f the questionnaire were duly completed and returned for analysis. Data collected were analyzed by means o f frequency count, percentage and t-test.
Results
The results o f the study are presented in table 1-5 based on the research questions and hypothesis.
R esearch Question 1
To what extent has government contributed to the low morale o f lecturers in carrying out their research activities? Items considered in Table 2 were used to verily the perception o f Federal College o f Education (Technical) lecturers towards their constraints in research activities.
The average percentage level o f their constraints is 76% while 24% o f the respondents claimed that there were no such constraints in conducting their researches.
Research Question 3
To what extent are lecturers o f Federal College o f Education (Technical) competent in carrying their researches and evaluation? 
Findings
This research has revealed the following findings:
1. Government's inactive role in supporting and promoting research activities in colleges of education technical has caused the low morale o f lecturers in carrying out their research activities. These hindrances posed by the Nduka and Iheoma (1983); Ibe-Bassey (1988) and Nworgu (1991) , which highlighted some o f the obstacles to research personnel in the third world nations including Nigeria. According to these school o f thoughts, the identified constraints which however, focused on human and material resources distribution, human attitude and negligence required careful analysis and total amelioration in order to ensure the place'of technical education research.
Perception o f College o f Education Lecturers about Technical Education Research and Evaluation in
Garba (2000) observed that unwillingness o f the industrial organisations to commercialize research findings has been a problem to many breakthroughs.
From the findings o f the study, poor means o f coordinating and disseminating research results is a bottle-neck in research development. Government does not use and implement research findings, if it does, then the number is too infinitesimal. A nation that does not heed and allow for the development o f research result is heading for a doom. Such nations cannot invest the bountiful fruits o f research. It is indeed through the commercialization and relevant application o f research results that nation could be technologically and economically buoyant (Mahea, 1970; Jacob, 1987; Eyibe, 1989) .
Furthermore, constraints such as poor attitude to research by lecturers, falsification o f research data, plagiarism, error in reporting research results, lack o f research facilities and equipment, poor communication network as found in telephone, internet, email or facsimile are some o f the variables that hinder research activities in colleges o f education (Technical). This assertion has confirmed (Nworgu, 1991) why research in Nigeria has not progressed beyond what must be described as the foundation level.
Lack o f enabling environment, from the finding o f this study also contributes to poor research activities in Nigeria. Research and teaching are the primary functions o f various departments in the tertiary institutions o f the world. For these functions to be performed effectively human and material resources should be in place to make up a good atmosphere for the teaching and research (Hassan, 2003) . It is unfortunate for Nigeria, a country that has been crying for technological growth, technological emancipation and technological breakthrough has little to show up in terms o f enabling environment. No matter how good the teaching staffs are, they may not deliver the goods without adequate materials. Few technical writers exist in Nigeria and it is not enough to rely on our local authors and publishers for all library needs. The availability o f facilities, like workshops, studios laboratories and libraries will no doubt create an enabling environment for more researches in technical education (Onyeukwu, 1989; Imarhiagbe, 1992) . But the reverse is the case in our tertiary institutions.
From the findings o f the study in Table 3 , it was discovered that lecturers o f Federal College o f Education Technical possess enough competencies to carry out with their research work and evaluation. Research competence according to Kajang (2006) , is the process o f arriving at dependable answers to problems through a planned and systematic approach, which is dependent on successful integration o f theory into practical by teachers/lecturers. Technical education lecturers in Federal Colleges o f Education are well trained and research-oriented. They are academically and professionally skills to inform, motivate, challenge, train, and stimulate technical education research. According to Modibbo, (1989) ; Ivowi (1990) and Eyibe (1990:b) College o f Education lecturers need to promote in their students enterprise, technical ability, intellectual curiosity, innovation, productivity in technical education research.
The finding of the study in Table 4 indicates that all the criteria for evaluating articles for academic journals o f Colleges of Education (Technical) were adequate. An academic paper should investigate a problem situation, offer solutions to such problems and crusade ideas within the article to qualify for selection (Ross, 1972) .
Conclusion
From the foregoing, it is very clear that development o f research activities in Nigeria is faced with a number o f hurdles. It is therefore no doubt that with serious determination, sound planning, provision o f better facilities and funding o f research in tertiary institutions particularly in Federal Colleges o f Education (Technical), fruitful researches will be earned out and proper application o f the findings will transform Nigeria from traditional to a technological society in future.
R ecom m endations
On the basis o f the findings and conclusion, the following recommendations are made:
